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Designers Guild fabric used in a Heatherly Design custom bedhead

DHEADS with designer flair

Rest easy in a beautiful bedroom setting with a custom-made
bedhead. Story by Margaret de Silva

he average adult should have eight
Thouxs sleep each night but recent

research from health insurance
provider MBF shows that more than half
of all Australians don’t get enough shut-
eye. Create a peaceful and welcoming
sleeping environment and you could soon
be snoozing more soundly. Of course, the
bed is the key but the mood and ambience
of the room also plays a part and bedheads
are increasingly being given the customised
designer treatment.

Emily Lochrane established her business,
The Fabric Frame in Graceville East, last
year after becoming frustrated by the lack
of custom bedheads available in Brisbane.
Lochrane wanted to bring a touch of hotel
glamour to her own bedroom but found
many stores did not allow for alterations to
frames and headboards.

She was soon sourcing fabric and looking
for the right upholsterer to create her
dream design — and realised others may
require the same service. She now has a
team of five working with her to create
custom bedheads for clients across Australia.

Each product is made from scratch and
designs can be altered to suit a customer’s
specifications. Skirting boards, ensemble
height and preferred bedhead height are
factored in to each design.

Styles range from children’s beds to
traditional diamond button bedheads and
timber-framed creations. All bedheads are
upholstered in fabric and Lochrane’s most
popular designs, “Manhattan” and “Soho
Wing”, are inspired by international hotels
and even films — for example, the bed in Tina
Fey’s recent comedy Date Night influenced the
detailed buttoning on the Manhattan.

Lochrane uses fabrics from local and
international suppliers including Unique
Fabrics, Warwick Fabrics and Ralph Lauren.
Bedheads cost between $840 and $1240 for
a queen size and fabrics cost an extra $36
to $150 per metre. Some imported fabrics
may cost even more — a rare fabric Lochrane
once sourced for a client was a whopping
$450 per metre.

Bedheads don'’t just look pretty — they also
can be used for storage in smaller bedrooms,
according to Andy Hemming from Sunshine
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